
Alternate Water Supply Contingency 
Strategy & Emergency Response  

(MPR Photo/Mark Steil) 



WHY CARE?  
 

 Think ahead          & have a plan to respond to a 
major loss of water in your community. 

 

                                    ….. HAPPENS!   

 
 

 Drinking water supply planning needs to be part 
of emergency planning in your community…. 
 



What is it and why is it 
important? 

 Provide and keep updated, certain emergency 
response procedures and information 

 Planned response to a partial or total loss of 
public water supply services  

 A lot can happen - natural disaster, chemical 
contamination, or civil disorder of human-
caused disruptions. 

 Required as part of your Wellhead Protection 
plan 



Options 

 DNR Water Supply Plan  
 MDH / MRWA Alternative Water Supply 

Contingency Strategy  
 Any customized document that meets the rule 

requirements 
 



DNR Water Supply Plan 

 Required by DNR for Public Water Suppliers 
serving over 1,000 in population and for all 
Public Water Suppliers in the seven county 
metro area. 

 Meets the rule requirements of Wellhead 
Protection for an Alternate Water Supply 
Contingency Strategy.  
 



DNR Water Supply Plan 

 Water Supply System Description and 
Evaluation  

 Emergency Planning and Response Procedures  
 Water Conservation Plan  
 Items for Metropolitan Area Public Suppliers  



MDH / MRWA Alternative Water Supply 
Contingency Strategy 

 Concise document designed to meet a specific 
need 

 Provides direction on response and water use 
needs in the event of an emergency. 

 Meets Wellhead Protection rule requirements 
 



 
 
 

MDH / MRWA Alternative Water Supply 
Contingency Strategy 

 
 

 Public Water Supply Characteristics    
 Priority of Water Users During Water Supply 

Emergency     
 Alternative Water Supply     
 Inventory of Available Emergency 

Equipment and Materials     
 Notification Procedures 
 Mitigation and Conservation Plan 



Just another plan collecting dust? 

I thought I knew everything about water and 
wastewater,” said Jeff Copley, water and 
wastewater supervisor for the city of Rushford, 
“until the flood came.” 
 



Comfrey Tornado 

 
 



Is your Public Water Supply 
System prepared? 

 Alternate source of water 
 Adequate alternate power supply 
 Updated list of contacts and plan of action 
 Adequate amount of storage 
 Prioritized list of water delivery 
 Have you integrated water supply contingency 

into emergency planning 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF COTTAGE GROVE 
 

WELLHEAD PROTECTION SPILL RESPONSE PLAN 
 

MAY 17, 2012 
 

Stantec Project No. 193800129 

 







Increased risks on the horizon? 

NBC news Thursday 
Mar 28, 2013 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=nUjYjYLp4eInzM&tbnid=_aBLFRbgLvWPoM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.frontpagemag.com%2F2013%2Fdgreenfield%2Fobamas-keystone-pipeline-block-causes-environmental-disaster%2F&ei=k8QMU6v3FIWKrAH_tIGYDw&bvm=bv.61725948,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNG1trRX4X8ZF7_aAThIa1vXWRF1Mg&ust=1393431771248684


Summary 

 Know your Alternate Water Supply 
Contingency Strategy 

 Review it annually and keep contacts and 
other information current 

 Make water supply contingency an integral 
part of  emergency planning 
 



Available resources 

                  

 
 
 
 
Minnesota Department of  Health 
 

Minnesota Rural Water Association 

http://www.mnwarn.org/Default.aspx
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=dn7BXBkvlyQ4KM&tbnid=JXd-UhzOhlfAvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wpclipart.com%2Fpage_frames%2Ffull_page_signs%2Ftraffic_signs_1%2Frailroad_crossing_sign.png.html&ei=7-UMU_C8D4rKrgGfhoCoDw&bvm=bv.61725948,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNF783gI-h85bORGLyYvAItiIrpq1Q&ust=1393440621286327
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
http://www.health.state.mn.us/index.html
http://www.health.state.mn.us/index.html
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